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UNH Hosts District FIRST Robotics
Championship April 6-8, 2017
Monday, April 3, 2017
DURHAM, N.H. – Sixty-four teams of students in grades 9-12 from around New England will participate in the FIRST Robotics Competition district championship
April 6-8, 2017, in the Whittemore Center Arena at the University of New Hampshire. The event is free and open to the public.
FRC combines the excitement of sport with the rigors of science and technology. With strict rules, limited resources and time limits, each team is challenged to
raise funds, design a team “brand,” hone teamwork skills and build and program robots to perform prescribed tasks against a field of competitors. This year the
challenge is Steamworks (https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/frc/game-and-season), an industrial airship-themed game played by two alliances of three robots
each.   




Pits open at 8 a.m.
Practice matches from 9:30 a.m. to noon
Qualification matches from 1-7 p.m.
Pits close at 8 p.m.
Friday, April 7
Pits open at 8 a.m.
Opening ceremonies at 8:30 a.m.
Qualification matches from 9 a.m. to noon and 1-5:45 p.m.
Awards ceremony at 5:45 p.m.
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Pits open at 8 a.m.
Opening ceremonies at 8:30 a.m.
Qualification matches from 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Playo  matches from 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Awards ceremony at 4:30 p.m.
Pits close 6:30 p.m.
The presenting sponsor for the NE FIRST 2017 season is United Technologies (http://www.utc.com/Pages/Home.aspx). Regional sponsors are BAE Systems
(http://www.baesystems.com/), Analog Devices, Google.org, WPI, AT&T, IDEXX, Bangor Savings Bank, and Texas Instruments (http://www.ti.com/). District event
sponsors are Fidelity Investments (https://www.fidelity.com/) and PTC.
The six states of New England (Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, Maine and New Hampshire) are now united as one district to support events
for high school level FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) teams. NE FIRST provides a cost-e ective way for teams across the district to play more, with two qualifying
events for one registration fee; allowing teams to play closer to home; to improve teams’ ability to fundraise and do outreach in their communities; and to reward
and advance teams based on their performance on and o  the field.
A 501(c)(3) not for profit organization, ingenuityNE™ (http://www.ingenuityne.org/), supports NE FIRST events across the six New England states.
FIRST (http://www.firstinspires.org/)® (http://www.usfirst.org/) (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) was founded in 1989 by inventor Dean
Kamen to inspire young people's interest and participation in science and technology. Based in Manchester, the 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization designs
programs that motivate young people to pursue education and career opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and math, while building self-confidence,
knowledge, and life skills.
The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
receiving more than $100 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space. 
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UNH Today is produced for the UNH community and for friends of UNH. 
The stories are written by the sta  of UNH Communications and Public A airs. (https://www.unh.edu/cpa) 
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